Sedative effect of detomidine in infant calves.
Detomidine administered intramuscularly at a dose of 10, 20 or 40 micrograms/kg body mass was evaluated for its sedative effects in 15 unfasted infant calves (age: 15-20 days; body mass: 18-33 kg). The drug produced dose-dependent sedation. At a dose of 10 micrograms/kg detomidine produced effective sedation for 30 to 45 min without any observable analgesia. At doses of 20 or 40 micrograms/kg it caused deep sedation, sternal recumbency, and moderate analgesia of the trunk. Hyperglycaemia was recorded at all dose levels. The changes in respiratory rate, rectal temperature, haemoglobin, packed cell volume, total erythrocyte count and plasma concentration of total protein were not significant.